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the one connected with the medical discourse and the social space, meaning
that our social world can only be understood in the form of discourse.

NOVELTY

The most important feature of this article is the presentation of contextual
theory by using and applying the postmodern grounded theory (situational
analysis).
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behaviors caused a change in social interactions and the holding of customary
rituals, including those related to mourning. In other words, mourning
changed from face-to-face to virtual ones and from crowded to solitude and
other rituals such as on seventh and the fortieth days of the beloved were not
held either. Likewise, the sympathy of the relatives and neighbors on the one
hand and the loss of loved ones were manifested in the form of tensions and
protests. In addition, it did not give many mourners and survivors an
opportunity to say goodbye to their loved ones.

All these cases, apart from the stress-filled atmosphere of hospitals and
cemeteries and the issues caused by neglect, lack of care, medical malpractice
and non-providing medical services (organizational-medical component)
caused the mourners not only experience a simple mourning during the
pandemic, but their grief was mixed with fear and worry that indicated
another possible death, necessitating to the medical discourse again. Of course,
the mourning was also mixed with the torment of conscience in those days; the
one that talks about the feelings of guilt, inaction and lack of attention of the
survivors towards their loved ones, and the torment that includes reluctance.

These cases, along with the untimely and heartbreaking death of loved
ones, caused the mourners to consider life meaningless and void. Therefore,
mourning is full of mental pressure and negative emotions in these days; the
most importantly the feeling of loneliness and captivity resulting from the
exercise of power by the medical discourse and the social world. Loneliness
and captivity that doubled their grief prevented them from expressing their
feelings and delayed their relief. Thus, it can be said that the spatial,
technological, therapeutic-health, psychological, organizational-medical, social,
cultural, discourse (medical discourse), philosophical-ideological components
and bureaucratic regulations caused the formation of unfinished mourning in
Sanandaj.

CONCLUSION

The results show that unfinished mourning could be formed under the
influence of spatial, technological, therapeutic-health, psychological,
organizational-medical, social, cultural, discursive, philosophical-ideological
and bureaucratic laws components. In other words, the medical discourse, by
giving shape to organizational and institutional regulations of cemeteries,
hospitals and public places, caused the non-holding of burial rituals, funerals,
obituaries, compliance with health protocols, drug consumption, avoidance of
relatives and neighbors and family tensions. In turn, it led to the feeling of
emptiness, meaninglessness of life, delaying relief and finally, the persistent
grief of mourners. Therefore, the mourners’ experience during the pandemic is
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INTRODUCTION

Using a qualitative approach, the present research intends to examine the
shaping components of unfinished mourning during the Covid-19 pandemic in
the city of Sanandaj . Considering this, the basic problem of the current
research is that how are unfinished mourning formed and which structural and
non-structural components do they include?

PURPOSE

In this article, it is tried to examine the structural and non-structural
components that have played a role in the formation of unfinished mourning in
Sanandaj, and according to the findings, a grounded theory should be
presented. To achieve this goal, the concepts of worry, the concept of guilt,
meaningful-meaningless death confrontation, the mental suffering of survivors
and discourse were used as conceptual framework.

METHODOLOGY

In the course of this research, the postmodern grounded theory (situational
analysis) was used and among the three methods of visual analysis of this
method, situational map and social words/arenas map were taken into
account. In these maps, human, non-human and other components of the
research situation are explained and then their relationships are analyzed. The
study tried to identify the constituent components of current situation as much
as possible and include them in the situational map (Safaiy Movahed, 2021,
187-201). The data were collected through organizational documents and in-
depth qualitative interviews. The samples were selected through theoretical
and purposive sampling and finally 15 participants were interviewed. The data
analysis was also done through open coding and axial coding of Strauss and
Corbin (2013) and by using the MAXQDA 2020 software. Finally, the data were
coded and analyzed in 11 core categories.

FINDINGS

The results of the data analysis show that spatial, technological, psychological,
organizational-medical, social, cultural, discourse (medical discourse),
therapeutic-health, philosophical-ideological and bureaucratic regulations
played their role in the formation of unfinished mourning. On the one hand,
the medical discourse ruling the society during the pandemic caused the
formation of bureaucratic regulations, such as mandatory compliance with
health protocols in public places, organizations and institutions, and even
cemeteries that led to the non-compliance of many rituals, including burial. On
the other hand, this discourse and the emergence of therapeutic-sanitary
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ABSTRACT

The present research, using a qualitative approach, tries to examine the shaping components of
unfinished mourning during the covid-19 pandemic in the city of Sanandaj. To achieve this goal,
the concepts of worry, guilt, meaningful-meaningless death confrontation, the mental suffering
of victims’ families and discourse were used as a conceptual framework. In the field study, the
postmodern grounded theory was used whereas the data were gathered through in-depth
qualitative interviews. Samples were selected through the purposive sampling method with the
maximum variety and finally 15 participants were interviewed and the collected data were
coded and analyzed in the form of eleven central categories. The results show that unfinished
mourning are formed under the influence of spatial, technological, therapeutic-health,
psychological, organizational-medical, social, cultural, discursive, philosophical-ideological and
bureaucratic regulation components; in a way that the medical discourse, by shaping the laws
of organizations and institutions such as cemeteries, hospitals and public places, causes the
non-performance of burial rituals, funerals, obituaries, compliance with health protocols, drug
consumption, avoidance of relatives and neighbors and family tensions. In turn, it has led to
the feeling of emptiness, meaninglessness of life, delaying relief and finally, the persistent grief
of mourners. Therefore, the mourners’ experience during the pandemic is the experience of
connection with the medical discourse and the social space, meaning that our social world can
only be understood in the form of discourse.
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= Form of representation

NOVELTY

This study is novel since no prior attempt was made to identify NEETS in Iran. As
such this is a qualitative study on the lifestyle of the same lot in Tehran, which is
considered a completely new issue in social sciences. Here, in order to address
people’s lifestyle, we are encountered with three main issues, novel of course,
which show the importance and necessity of assessing them.
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FINDINGS

The findings were classified into 5 main categories and 14 subcategories, showing
that the lifestyle of "NEETSs" is mostly formed by identification. For those who are
not the members of their non-homogeneous social groups and face the problem of
identification, biological and virtual consumption, taking care of beauty and health,
and even spending time in virtual space are viewed as a kind of identification. This
categorization has been shown in the following model:

Lifestyle

Identity H

| Biological consumptio | |VirtuaIConsumption| | Time Planning | | Beauty and Health

CONCLUSION

This paper showed that the lifestyle of "NEETS" is mainly formed by identification.
Those who are not the members of non-homogeneous social groups faced with the
problem of identification. They are continuously fighting against their family and the
people around themselves who consider them fodder and worry about their life and
future. Therefore, the "NEETS" either have constant tension with their families or run
away from them. "NEETS" have biological and virtual consumptions, beauty and health
care, and even spend their time in the virtual space to be identified that may be unreal in
some cases and is only a reflection of an enviable lifestyle. In other words, they could
not achieve the approval of their families and friends, and consistently need to
strengthen their social capital or build some kind of social identity by themselves. The
main and final subcategories are mentioned in the following table.

Sub-Categories Main Categories
= Pain
= Loneliness Identity

Need to be accepted

= Isolation

Waste Timing

Surrogacy

= Representation

= Need to attention Biological Consumption
Fashion

Representation
= Entertainment Virtual Consumption
= Creating social capital

Body management Health and Beauty
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INTRODUCTION

Choice is an important aspect of modern human life that differs among various
people and groups. Despite their different lifestyles, the people experience many
semantic similarities in their life. The concept of lifestyle includes a wide range of
objective and subjective issues such as the pattern of social relations, entertainment,
consumption, fashion and clothing as well as the reflection of attitudes, values and
worldview of an individual and a member of a group (Bakak, 2018). This study
includes a qualitative study on the lifestyle of NEETs in Tehran. In order to
understand the whole concept, the first the definition of NEET is discussed and then
its scope is determined for the research subject. The second discussion aims to
address the issue of lifestyle, which is one of the late concepts in the field of social
sciences although it still lacks a precise definition. In terms of research
methodology, this study is qualitative, which has been rarely done in research
associated with lifestyle. Along with identifying "NEET" and studying their
routines, the main issue addressed here is recognizing lifestyle and providing its
main categories as well as their configuration in a way that a correct explanation
and understanding of the people could be achieved.

PURPOSE

As said before, NEET refers to the people who are not only illiterate but lack a job
or profession. This lot has acquired new attention in statistical and social
discussions worldwide except Iran where the issue has not been addressed at all. In
other words, the study of "NEETS" in Iran, particularly from the perspective of
social sciences, has been neglected, hence, the purpose of this study is to introduce
this group and start a series of targeted studies on them. The main issue addressed
in this paper, along with identifying "NEETs" and studying their routines, is to
recognize their lifestyle and providing their main categories as well as the
configuration of these categories. Certainly, this study can be considered as a
starting point of a long path in understanding, studying and analyzing this group of
young people in Iran.

METHODOLOGY

This paper is a qualitative research based on grounded theory. In this study, in-
depth semi-structured interviews were used. Participants included 30 single people
in the age group of 17 and 25. Eighteen interviewees were boys and twelve were
girls. The sampling method is purposive exploratory-chain, which is a kind of
snowball sampling. Conducting 20 to 25 interviews, the main and secondary factors
in the previous interviews were saturated. Finally, through coding, the final analysis
was done.
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ABSTRACT

NEETs as those who neither study nor have a job or profession, have been the topic in statistical and
social discussions of countries in recent years, in which, Iran's contribution to this concept is close to
zero. This research is an ethnographic study about the lifestyle of NEETs in Tehran. Among the
definitions related to the two concepts of NEETs and lifestyle, Bourdieu's perspective on lifestyle has
been chosen as the central theme and concept of this research. This is a qualitative research that has
been carried out in two stages of ethnographic study and semi-structured interview where a total of
30 interviews were conducted with targeted exploratory-chain sampling and with maximum diversity
until reaching the conceptual saturation. The qualitative data was evaluated through foundational
data theory and thematic analysis method. Finally, 5 main categories (identity, timing, biological
consumption, virtual consumption and health and beauty) and 13 sub-categories were ascertained,
which showed that the lifestyle of NEETs is mostly formed around the issue of identity. In other
words, they identify biological and virtual consumptions, beauty and healthcare and even time in
virtual space. Their collective activities are with other NEET youth who share a similar lifestyle and
care about appearances, from the way they dress to cosmetic surgery. Most of them do not have a
vision for the future and only enjoy the moment and do not see the need to participate in future

building.
Keywords: NEETs, lifestyle, ethnography, database theory, identity

1. Associate Professor of Anthropology, Department of Anthropology, Faculty of Social
Sciences, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran
P4 anaderi@ut.ac.ir


https://doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2023.3015.3348
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
mailto:anaderi@ut.ac.ir

Sharabi, H. (1970). RoSanfekran-e Arab va Qarb [Arab intellectuals and the West. The
formative years of 1875-1914] (A.R. Alam, Trans.). Tehran, Iran: Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Office of Political and International Studies.

Sposito, J. L. (1992). The Islamic treat: Myth or reality. New York: Oxford University Press.

Tibi, B. (1995). Culture and knowledge: The politics of Islamization of knowledge as a
Postmodern project? The fundamentalist claim to De-Westernization. Theory,
Culture & Society, 12(1), 1-24. doi: 10.1177/026327695012001001

Wahlen, S., & Laamanen. M. (2015). Consumption, lifestyle and social movements.
International Journal of Consumer Studies, 39(5), 397-403. doi: 10.1111/ijcs.12237

Iranian Cultural Research

28

Vol. 15
Issue 4
Winter 2022



https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=547754&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=547754&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=547754&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=547754&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=547754&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://www.amazon.com/Islamic-Threat-Myth-Reality-Third/dp/0195130766
file:///K:/00%20در%20دست%20انجام/60/04%202205-3363%20امید%20قادرزاده/04%20در%20حال%20ویراستاری/Tibi,%20B.%20(1995).%20Culture%20and%20knowledge:%20The%20politics%20of%20Islamization%20of%20knowledge%20as%20a%20Postmodern%20project
file:///K:/00%20در%20دست%20انجام/60/04%202205-3363%20امید%20قادرزاده/04%20در%20حال%20ویراستاری/Tibi,%20B.%20(1995).%20Culture%20and%20knowledge:%20The%20politics%20of%20Islamization%20of%20knowledge%20as%20a%20Postmodern%20project
file:///K:/00%20در%20دست%20انجام/60/04%202205-3363%20امید%20قادرزاده/04%20در%20حال%20ویراستاری/Tibi,%20B.%20(1995).%20Culture%20and%20knowledge:%20The%20politics%20of%20Islamization%20of%20knowledge%20as%20a%20Postmodern%20project
https://doi.org/10.1111/ijcs.12237
https://doi.org/10.1111/ijcs.12237

Jackendorf, S. R. (1983). Semantics and cognition. Cambridge, Mass: MIT Press.

Jalal, P., & Ahram, A. . (2021). Salafism, Sectarianism, and National Identity in Iraqi
Kurdistan. The Middle East Journal, 75(3), 386-406. doi: 10.3751/75.3.12

Jensen, M. (2007). Defining lifestyle. Environmental Sciences, 4(2), 63-73. doi:
10.1080/15693430701472747

Juergensmeyer, M. (2000). Terorism dar andiSe-ye yektaparasti: Afzdyes-e jahani-ye
xoSunat-e mazhabi [Terror in the mind of God: The global rise of religious violence]
(M. Movahed & M. Aligoo, Trans.). Tehran, Iran: Teesa.

Juergensmeyer, M. (2000). Terorism dar andiSe-ye yektaparasti: Afzdyes-e jahani-ye
xoSunat-e mazhabi [Terror in the mind of God: The global rise of religious violence]
(M. Movahed & M. Aligoo, Trans.). Tehran, Iran: Teesa.

Koopmans, R. (2014). Religious fundamentalism and out-group hostility among Muslims
and Christians in Western Europe. WZB Berlin Social Science Center, Research Area:
Migration and Diversity, Research Unit: Migration, Integration, Transnationalization.

Kotlet, P. (2000). Marketing management. New Jersey: Prentice Hall.

Kraaykamp, G. &. Nieuwbeerta, P. (2000). Parental background and lifestyle
differentiation in Eastern Europe: Social, Political, and Cultural Intergenerational
Transmission in Five Former Socialist Societies. Social Science Research, 29(1), 92-122.

Lawrence, B. B. (1989). Defenders of God: The fundamental revolt against the Modern
Age. San Francisco: Harper and Row.

Marty, M. E. (1988). Fundamentalism as a social phenomenon. Bulletin of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences, 42(2), 15-29. doi: 10.2307/3823264

Moghadam, A. (2008). The Salafi-Jihad as a Religious Ideology. CTC SENTINEL, 1(3), 1-3.

Nolte, E. (2009). Eslamgarayi: Sevomin jonbe$-e moqavemat-e radikal [Die dritte
radikale Widerstandsbewegung: der Islamismus] (M. Tadayoni, Trans.). Tehran,
Iran: Sales.

Safizadeh, S. (1387). Ahl-e haq, Piran va masahir. Tehran, Iran: Hufiyeh.

Sahgal, G., & Vuval-Davis, N. (1992). Refusing holy orders: Women and fundamentalism in
Britain. London: Virago Press.

Salzman, M. B. (2008). Globalization, religious fundamentalism and the need for
meaning. International Journal of Intercultural Relations, 32(4), 318-327. doi:
10.1016/j.ijintrel.2008.04.006

Serajzadeh, S. H., Shariati, S., & Vekihan, S. (2015). Caleéhé-ye zist-e dini: mored-e
motale’e, javanan-e Sanandaj [Challenges of religious life: Case study of Sanandaj
Youth. Iranian Journal of Sociology, 52, 96-120.

Severin, W. ], & Tankard, ].W. (1381). Communication theories: origins, methods, and
uses in the mass media (A. Dehghan, Trans.). Tehran, Iran: University of Tehran.

Iranian Cultural Research

27

Abstract


file:///K:/00%20در%20دست%20انجام/60/m.shahalizadeh/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/02%20اصلاح%20شد/Jalal,%20P.,%20&%20Ahram,%20A.%20I.%20(2021).%20Salafism,%20Sectarianism,%20and%20National%20Identity%20in%20Iraqi%20Kurdistan.%20The%20Middle%20East%20Journal,%2075(3),%20386–406.%20https:/doi.org/10.3751/75.3.12
file:///K:/00%20در%20دست%20انجام/60/m.shahalizadeh/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/02%20اصلاح%20شد/Jalal,%20P.,%20&%20Ahram,%20A.%20I.%20(2021).%20Salafism,%20Sectarianism,%20and%20National%20Identity%20in%20Iraqi%20Kurdistan.%20The%20Middle%20East%20Journal,%2075(3),%20386–406.%20https:/doi.org/10.3751/75.3.12
file:///K:/00%20در%20دست%20انجام/60/m.shahalizadeh/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/02%20اصلاح%20شد/Jensen,%20M.%20(2007).%20Defininglifestyle.%20Environmental%20Sciences,%204(2),%2063–73.%20https:/doi.org/10.1080/15693430701472747
file:///K:/00%20در%20دست%20انجام/60/m.shahalizadeh/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/02%20اصلاح%20شد/Jensen,%20M.%20(2007).%20Defininglifestyle.%20Environmental%20Sciences,%204(2),%2063–73.%20https:/doi.org/10.1080/15693430701472747
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=5400675&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=5400675&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=5400675&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=5400675&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=5400675&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=5400675&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://bibliothek.wzb.eu/pdf/2014/vi14-101.pdf
https://bibliothek.wzb.eu/pdf/2014/vi14-101.pdf
https://bibliothek.wzb.eu/pdf/2014/vi14-101.pdf
https://www.scirp.org/(S(lz5mqp453edsnp55rrgjct55))/reference/ReferencesPapers.aspx?ReferenceID=1901561
https://www.scirp.org/(S(lz5mqp453edsnp55rrgjct55))/reference/ReferencesPapers.aspx?ReferenceID=1901561
https://www.scirp.org/(S(lz5mqp453edsnp55rrgjct55))/reference/ReferencesPapers.aspx?ReferenceID=1901561
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0049089X99906555
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0049089X99906555
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0049089X99906555
https://www.amazon.com/Defenders-God-Fundamentalist-Comparative-Religion/dp/157003091X
https://www.amazon.com/Defenders-God-Fundamentalist-Comparative-Religion/dp/157003091X
https://doi.org/10.2307/3823264
https://doi.org/10.2307/3823264
https://ctc.westpoint.edu/wp-content/uploads/2010/06/Vol1Iss3-Art5.pdf
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=6141758&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=6141758&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=6141758&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://shahreketabonline.com/Products/Details/61080/%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%84-%D8%AD%D9%82-%D9%BE%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%A7%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%B1
https://shahreketabonline.com/Products/Details/61080/%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%84-%D8%AD%D9%82-%D9%BE%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%A7%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%B1
https://shahreketabonline.com/Products/Details/61080/%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%84-%D8%AD%D9%82-%D9%BE%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88-%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%A7%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%B1
https://www.amazon.com/Refusing-Holy-Orders-Fundamentalism-Britain/dp/1853812196
https://www.amazon.com/Refusing-Holy-Orders-Fundamentalism-Britain/dp/1853812196
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S014717670800031X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S014717670800031X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S014717670800031X
http://www.jsi-isa.ir/article_25064.html
http://www.jsi-isa.ir/article_25064.html
http://www.jsi-isa.ir/article_25064.html
http://www.jsi-isa.ir/article_25064.html
http://www.jsi-isa.ir/article_25064.html
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/657547
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/657547
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/657547

Iranian Cultural Research

26

Vol. 15
Issue 4
Winter 2022

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Bagali, H. (2009). Barresi-ye sazokarha-ye ta’sirgozdr-e din bar hoviyat-e ejtemdei-ye
Kordha [Examining the influencing mechanisms of religion on the social identity of
Kurds: A case study of Salafism in Kurdistan (Master's thesis), Faculty of Economics
and Accounting, Al-Zahra University.

Barber, B. (1996). Jihad versus Mcworld: How globalism and tribalism are reshaping
the world. New York: Ballantine Books.

Bayani, F.,, & Serajzadeh, S. H. (2021). Islamic fundamentalism as a lifestyle? a
sociological study of Islamic fundamentalism among Sunni Kurds of Iran. British
Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, 1-19. doi: 10.1080/13530194.2021.1937517

Bayani, F., Sirajzadeh, S. H. (2022). Dar jost-o-ju-ye rastegari: tabyin-e jame’eSenaxti-ye
bonyadgarayi-e Eslami dar Kordestan-e Iran [Sociological explanation of Islamic
fundamentalism in Iran: On the search of salvation]. Journal of Social Problems of
Iran,12(2), 9-33.

Bischoping, K., & Gazso, A. (2016). Analyzing talk in the social sciences narrative,
conversation and discourse strategies. SAGE. doi: 10.4135/9781473965454

Edgar, A, & Sedgwick, P. (Eds.). (1999). Key concepts in cultural theory (1st ed.).
Routledge. doi: 10.4324/9780203981849

Egerton, F. (2011). Jihad in the West: The Rise of Militant Salafism. Nova Scotia:
Cambridge.

Etemadolsaltaneh, M.H.B A., & Kordestani, S., & Minorskii, V. F. (1378). Three research
discourses in Ahl al-Haq religion origins, (M.A. Soltani., & M. B. Razazian, Trans.).
Tehran, Iran: Saha.

Giddens, A. (1991). Modernity and self-Identity: Self and society in the late modern age
(N. Movafaqian, Trans.). Tehran, Iran: Ney

Hannerz, U. (1990). Cosmopolitans and locals in world culture, In Mike Featherstone
(Ed), Global Culture: Nationalism Globalisation and modernity. London: Sage
Publication.

Haykel, B. (2014). On the nature of Salafi thought and Actionl. Global Salafism, 34-57.
doi: 10.1093/acprof:0s0/9780199333431.003.0002

Henningsson, M. (2019). Fundamentalist separation or extremist indoctrination:
Salafism in contemporary society: A study of preventative practices’ adaptation to
Salafist Radicalisation in Sweden (Master Thesis). Lund University Sociology of Law
Department.

Herriot, P. (2009). Bonyadgarayi-ye dini: Jahani, mahalli, saxsi [Religious
fundamentalism: Global, local and personal} (M. Razagi, Trans.). Tehran, Iran:
Negah-e Mo’aser.


https://www.virascience.com/thesis/517019/
https://www.virascience.com/thesis/517019/
https://www.virascience.com/thesis/517019/
https://www.virascience.com/thesis/517019/
https://www.virascience.com/thesis/517019/
https://www.virascience.com/thesis/517019/
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1141&context=sigma
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1141&context=sigma
https://doi.org/10.1080/13530194.2021.1937517
https://doi.org/10.1080/13530194.2021.1937517
https://doi.org/10.1080/13530194.2021.1937517
https://jspi.khu.ac.ir/article-1-3268-fa.html
https://jspi.khu.ac.ir/article-1-3268-fa.html
https://jspi.khu.ac.ir/article-1-3268-fa.html
https://jspi.khu.ac.ir/article-1-3268-fa.html
https://doi.org/10.4135/9781473965454
https://doi.org/10.4135/9781473965454
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203981849
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203981849
https://www.amazon.com/Jihad-West-Egerton-ebook/dp/B0054NUREM
https://www.amazon.com/Jihad-West-Egerton-ebook/dp/B0054NUREM
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=588776&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=588776&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=588776&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=588776&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=588776&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=585843&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=585843&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://lup.lub.lu.se/luur/download?func=downloadFile&recordOId=8983939&fileOId=8983944
https://lup.lub.lu.se/luur/download?func=downloadFile&recordOId=8983939&fileOId=8983944
https://lup.lub.lu.se/luur/download?func=downloadFile&recordOId=8983939&fileOId=8983944
https://lup.lub.lu.se/luur/download?func=downloadFile&recordOId=8983939&fileOId=8983944
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=7356835&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=7356835&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=7356835&pageStatus=0&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author

entertaining themselves with different aspects of art, etc., make them attached
to worldly pleasures and cause them to distance from religious affairs and
therefore they are opposing to such phenomenon. Taking into account the
views of the interviewees in various fields such as Jihad, violence, the absence
of the Islamic nation state etc,, it can be said that the Salafists are trying to find
their lost identity in the modern era. They consider jihad to be an alternative to
modernism. Salafis do not deny the practical achievements of modernism such
as new technology, and they are using this technology to spread their ideas and
beliefs. For Salafists, extravagance and convenience are reprehensible and they
warn themselves from drowning in the acquisition of pleasures and material
things and insist on contentment and simple living. Consumption norms are a
reflection of the symbolic differentiation. Salafis have adopted a special style
for themselves by avoiding mixing in parties and separating men's and
women's circles, having an Islamic face along with the customary clothing and
full female hijab, and avoiding unconventional clothing for men. Living in a
traditional way is one of the salient features of Salafists and they emphasize
simplicity in food, functional consumption and avoiding conspicuous
consumption and the superiority of trimness over makeup. Salafists seek the
only way to truth in Islamic radicalism. They have drawn a null line on
religious pluralism, feminism, left and right thoughts and consider other
thoughts and religions invalid. And among Islamic beliefs, those who are
outside their ideological boundaries are considered deviations.

CONCLUSION

In line with Marty (1988) and Esposito (1992), fundamentalist movements
cannot be reduced to only a reaction to socio-economic problems. Thus, the
lifestyle of Salafists in the Iranian Kurdistan region cannot be explained only
through economic and social deprivation theories. Salafists have called the
economic situation an ineffective factor in the tendency to Salafism, and they
are less attached to worldly affairs and consider simplicity and contentment.
According to the field study, the lifestyle of Salafists has the nature of "jihadi",
"return to tradition” and "resistance”.

NOVELTY

Most of the previous studies conducted on Salafism have relied on a
documentary method and with a political and security approach. The
distinguishing feature of the current research is the qualitative approach it has
taken while studying Salafism and understanding the lifestyle of Jihadi Salafists
as a precursor to understanding the world and their semantic system.
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INTRODUCTION

Salafism is four-decade old in Iran’s Kurdistan region. For example, the cities of
Javanrud, Ravansar, Salas Babajani, Paveh and Sarpol Zahab are among the
Sunni cities in Kermanshah, which have become the bases of various Islamist
discourses, including Salafism.The main topic of the current research is the
analysis of the lifestyle of Salafists in Kermanshah province. Salafism is known
as an Islamist discourse with a confrontational nature, whose followers have
different ways of life and try to preserve them. A Salaf is immediately
recognizable to others through distinct dress, social and religious habits,
prayer postures, and the content and form of his speech (Haykel, 2014, 35).
Beliefs, type of clothing, consumption pattern, type of orientation towards
banking facilities, the way of holding various religious, ethnic and national
ceremonies, communication, socializing offer a different lifestyle in Kurdish
areas, which they seek to implement. Paying attention to meaning, value and
lifestyle of Salafism have implications for social and cultural policy; the fact
that Salafism is a historical, social and cultural reality and understanding it can
help prevent the radicalization of Salafists.

PURPOSE

This research is aimed at analyzing the lifestyle of Jihadi Salafists in Iran’s
Kurdistan. As jihad here has military connotation, Salafists in general assert
that it will reverse the course of history and redeem adherents and potential
adherents of Salafi-jihad ideology from their misery (Moghadam, 2008, 3). This
branch of Salafism strives to consolidate the divine law and defines the armed
struggle against the government in predominantly Muslim countries as jihad.
Considering the aforementioned cases and the present one, activism and
expansion of Salafism in the Sunni areas of Kermanshah, the present study
seeks to analyze the lifestyle of well-known and active Salafi personalities.

METHODOLOGY

In this research, the narrative analysis method has been used to understand
the lifestyle of Salafists.The study population includes Salafi men aged 23 to 62
in the cities of Ravansar, Javanroud, Salas Bdbdjani and Sarpol Zahdb in
Kermanshah province. In order to access the studied field and select the
samples, two methods of snowball and maximum diversity samplings were
used. 27 Salafists who were in clerical positions were interviewed through a
semi-structured questionnaire to collect the data.

FINDINGS

One of the most important components of lifestyle is leisure experience. The
studied Salafists believe that going to carnivals, celebrations, occasions,
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ABSTRACT

Sunni-dominated areas in Kermanshah have become the base of various Islamic discourses,
including Salafism. Considering the presence, activism and expansion of Salafism in these areas,
the present study aims to analyze the lifestyle of Salafists through narrative analysis method. It
was found that the leisure experiences of these people are limited but purposeful and health-
oriented, and they usually turn to the virtual space for the promotional reason.While observing
simplicity and skepticism towards new foods, jurisprudence-based food abstinence and
hospitality are the coordinates of Salafists' style, and their spending priority is focused on basic
needs. In terms of clothing and makeup, while avoiding conspicuous consumption, they believe
in the superiority of trimness over makeup, traditional clothing, biological and functional
consumption. In body management, along with modern medicine and physical fitness, they
emphasize conditional cosmetic surgery while prohibiting sterilization and avoiding
abortionIn arranging their houses, they usually avoid luxury but pay special attention to
functional aspects and cultural goods.In cultural consumption, they emphasize not to identify
with Iranian television channels, have the dual acknowledgment of good and evil in the use of
cultural means, the use of the Internet to establish religious identity, and targeted
filtering While avoiding the consumption of movies, cinema and music, they welcome
multilingualism. According to the field data, the lifestyle of the studied Salafists has the nature
of "jthadi", "return to tradition" and "resistance.”
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encouraging financial independence and ignoring sexual attraction, the
warrior embodiment grants political, legal, and social freedom and frees them
from the control of political powers, the capitalist system, and traditions.

NOVELTY

While most of the researches on the subject are focused on the female body
and sexual policies, this research highlights female embodiment and its
representation in an important women's magazine.
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FINDINGS

Three main categories of female embodiment were identified from the content
analysis of the magazine, which are: traditional embodiment, puppet
embodiment, and warrior embodiment. "Traditional embodiment" restricts
women to the home space and opposes their education. These themes are
coded in this form of: full-time housework, taking care of husband and
children, the obligation to have children, prohibition of hearing a woman's
voice by a non-mahram man (one not closely acquainted) and talking to them,
being fatalistic and trying to show feminine emotions like shame. The
magazine was critical of this form of female embodiment which was also
widely accepted among the public. The second form is "puppet embodiment".
This form was a follower of western consumerism and fashionism and unlike
the traditional form of embodiment allowed women to be in the public space
and did not prohibit them from interacting with non-acquainted men. These
themes are coded as: the desire to shop, following western fashion and style,
buying and wearing expensive and fashionable clothes, taking advantage of
sexual attraction, too much makeup, imitating the gesture and speech of movie
stars and so on. Through a critique of both previous forms of embodiment, the
magazine tries to define its ideal form i.e,, "warrior embodiment". In this
research, this form of embodiment, the female body becomes a field for
political protest and rebellion against the established political and traditional
order. Therefore, this form of embodiment was considered a competitor of the
previous two and a threat to the political and traditional order. The main codes
of this form are: active participation in the public space, having political and
social awareness, having a strong will to accept social responsibilities, paying
attention to social roles in addition to roles as mother and wife, interaction
with men without sexual attraction and exchanging ideas with them, little
make-up and wearing up-to-date but modest clothes.

CONCLUSION

The warrior embodiment represents the ideal image of the magazine and its
editors as women in the second Pahlavi era. From the magazine's point of
view, the warrior embodiment is beyond the traditional and puppet ones and
must always keep its distance from them. While traditional embodiment
marginalizes women, masculinizes the public space, increases the financial
dependence of women on the father or husband, and keeps them illiterate or
poorly educated, the puppet embodiment commodifies the female body by
focusing on sexual attraction and reduces the political and social activism of
women. Although puppet and traditional embodiments conflict with each
other, both are under the control of power systems. Unlike these two forms, by

Iranian Cultural Research

19

Abstract



Iranian Cultural Research

18

Vol. 15
Issue 4
Winter 2022

INTRODUCTION

Human experience of life is necessarily obtained through the mediation of the
body, and its ability to influence social life depends on how the body is
represented in time and space. In other words, the body is a mediator of
understanding the world (Breton, 2016). One of the important consequences
of the emergence of body-oriented movements was the turning of attention to
the concept of "body" in sociology. In response to political and social changes
of that period, the study of the body in sociology began in the 1960s. This field
of study started with the premise that the body is something beyond a physical
entity. Therefore, the body is not just a biological substance, but also has social,
cultural, and conscious aspects (Turner, 1992; Scott and Morgan, 1993;
Schilling, 1993). In Iran, along with global changes, modernization put the
body in the spotlight and brought it into political conflicts. During Reza Shah's
period, the female body, which was previously invisible and marginalized,
suddenly entered the center of politics. The impacts of this fundamental
change are also evident in the following periods. At that time, one of the
controversial issues in women's magazines was the concept of embodiment.
The " Bidari-ye Ma " monthly magazine was published then and is important
for three reasons: First, as this magazine was politically dependent on a
communist Tudeh Party of Iran, has a radical and critical stance towards the
government and the social conditions of women. Second, the magazine
published for a longer time, compared to similar ones. Third, unlike other
publications, all issues of this magazine are available. Therefore, the study of
this magazine can be useful in understanding the state of the female
embodiment in the second Pahlavi period.

PURPOSE

The main purpose of this research is to study the representation of female
embodiment in women's magazines during the period of Mohammad Reza
Shah Pahlavi, which can be useful in understanding the social and political
conditions of female in that period of Iran.

METHODOLOGY

In this research, a mixed methodology has been used. The data were collected
through quantitative and qualitative content analyses. For this purpose, all
issues of "Bidari-ye Ma" Magazine between 1944 and 1949 were studied. To
analyze the qualitative data, by using the conceptual framework of the
research, the text of all issues of the magazine was coded, and the basic themes
and main categories were extracted. In the final stage, the main categories of
the research were extracted from the aggregation of sub-categories.
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ABSTRACT

With the beginning of modernization in Iran during the Reza Shah period and following the
implementation of control and disciplinary policies, the female body, which was previously
marginalized, entered the center of politics. Although Mohammad Reza Shah lacked the
political power his father enjoyed but he tried to continue his predecessor’s policies. In the
early second Pahlavi era, with the decline of the political power of the government, a freer
political atmosphere was provided to the press. During this period, women publications began
to represent the political and social conditions of Iranian women. At that time, one of the
controversial issues in women's magazines was the concept of embodiment. In this research,
using the content analysis method, the concept of female embodiment in the "Bidari-ye Ma"
monthly magazine between 1944 and 1949 has been studied. Three main forms of embodiment
are recognized in this journal: Traditional embodiment, puppet embodiment, and warrior
embodiment. By criticizing the two forms of traditional and puppet embodiment, the magazine
has determined its ideal image of the body form which was warrior embodiment. Although the
magazine's ideal embodiment criticized other forms of embodiment due to the imposition of
strict rules, this embodiment too imposed strict rules on the female body.
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individual behaviors, was investigated and analyzed, and its place in the social
life of girls and the reasons for their tendency to make-up were analyzed from
the words of the activists who were themselves involved in this phenomenon.
The analytical aspect of this research goes beyond the pathological point of
view and in line with scientific exploration, it raises the existing structures and
patterns in order to identify the issues.
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structural pressures, girls had maintained some agency in choosing their
appearance. It seemed that beauty and make-up are a rational way to acquire
symbolic capital and even convert them into other types of capital. We found
that along with the popularization of the idea of beauty in the media, the
consumption of signs and ideas of beauty to achieve abstract happiness,
women try to introduce it as a cultural food for them based on the high
consumption of facial beauty and make-up and the idea of body beauty.

During the interviews, people mentioned a range of social and individual
reasons. Establishing social connections and positively influencing others was
one of the most important reasons mentioned by the respondents. Nowadays,
the discussion of social communication is very important for young people,
especially girls.

A look at makeup and beauty in relation to the consumption of the media,
the body and the idea of beauty showed that the consumption of signs was
done to achieve an abstract happiness that women consider attainable by
using face and cosmetics, and in this regard, the media plays an important role
in creating this kind of happiness. The media promote a kind of beauty that can
only be achieved with makeup, but despite their consumption, women never
achieve that ideal and suffer what Baudrillard calls psychological failure in the
consumer society. Here, one constantly consumes to achieve that media beauty
and refinement, and is constantly being told that it has not yet been achieved.

CONCLUSION

Cultural policy makers should pay attention to both women's wishes and social
aspiration regarding beauty (Pourrajabi & Majdi, 2020). Many women enjoy
consumption in the general sense. With cultural planning, this consumerism,
which is the result of the interaction of the capitalist system to promote
consumerism and women's own desire, can be directed in the right direction.
Also, by controlling the borders, it is possible to prevent the huge profits that
flow into the pockets of global capitalism and big companies. But even with the
closing of land borders, if the cultural borders and culturally disruptive
elements are not corrected, there will still be a demand for imported products
and cosmetics. But from another angle, regarding the definition of beauty in
society, cultural efforts should be made so that material beauty and physical
beauty are not considered as the basis of social judgments and criteria for
admissions. Today's definitions of beauty in most societies are influenced and
dominated by Western and American media standards.

NOVELTY

The subject of make-up and people's tendency towards beauty, as one of the
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INTRODUCTION

The mental image of the body is strongly related to the ideals of beauty
(Pourrajabi, Mirzaie & Yadollahi Zadeh, 2019). In fact, our image of our body is
influenced by the information we receive daily about what is beautiful and
attractive and what is not (Bagi, 2022). This information exists deeply in the
culture of every country (Pourrajabi & Bijani, 2020). In gender-based societies,
the amount of people's attention to the body is different between the two sexes,
and there are different social expectations of men and women, and the social
expectations related to the body are more serious about women (Serajzadeh &
Habibpour Gatabi, 2018). In such a situation, it seems that the body is more
important for women compared to men; as a result, women are under more
pressure than men to pay attention to their body and physical appearance, as
well as to conform to the ideals of beauty (Pourrajabi & Majdi, 2020).

PURPOSE

The nature of beauty is qualitative and researchers have found qualitative
research methods to be more useful to explain this complex phenomenon.
Methods such as in-depth interviews and content analysis are among the
methods that these researchers have used in their studies. Of course, it should
be mentioned that some have measured different indicators in this field by
focusing on concepts such as body management and.. With quantitative
approaches, however, our approach in this research is to pay attention to
concepts such as beauty and women.

METHODOLOGY

In order to conduct the interview, in the first stage, we selected women whose
appearance showed that they wore make-up (Pourrajabi & Majdi, 2020). After
we interviewed these women, we got some points and themes. In the second
stage, samples were selected more purposefully, that is, we interviewed people
who could provide more detailed information based on research questions.
The number of interviews continued until data saturation was reached. At that
time, the number of interviewees reached 35 people. These interviews took
place in shopping centers and arcades. In addition to the interviews, we
discussed the issues in detail with people.

FINDINGS

The results of this research show that beauty and makeup are intertwined with
people's life plans and are regulated and coordinated by them. During the
interview, they point to a range of social and individual reasons for their
tendency towards beauty. Those statements indicated that despite existing
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ABSTRACT

The concept of beauty in the contemporary society is closely linked to gender. In this research,
the concept of makeup and beauty has been explored from the perspective of women by using
qualitative method techniques. Therefore, 35 young women of Tehran city were interviewed
through in-depth and semi-structured questionnaire, and the samples were selected based on
theoretical sampling and theoretical saturation. After extracting primary, secondary, and
intermediate concepts of the three main categories, i.e. 1- general areas of beauty and signs, 2-
make-up; and 3- consumption of media, the need for beauty and make-up was determined. The
results show that make-up and beauty are defined as an important activity for young women.
Beauty and makeup are intertwined with people's lifestyle and are adjusted and coordinated by
it i.e., the amount and manner of makeup of women changes with their understanding of the
culture that governs different environments, the type and gender of the audience, the amount
of communication and the type of activity. It can be stated that make-up and beauty provide
women with the possibility of creating many social relationships. In the analysis and
interpretation of the interviews, we found a range of reasons such as increasing social capital,
coercion or group conformity, building a new identity and self-idealism, and increasing self-
confidence in explaining why makeup is done.
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FINDINGS

The data obtained from the interviews with teenagers with religious
backgrounds were categorized and 4 main themes were extracted. The
findings show that the studied adolescent girls were affected by the family,
society and their approach to the religion and some of them considered the
religious singing as music. Most of the studied teenagers consumed the music
for better feelings. Some of them listened to music for fantasizing. As the music
is not a visual media material (content), fantasizing through listening to music
was so easy. Some of the adolescents did not listen to Iranian pop music
because they found them disappointing. So, they listened to encouraging and
inspiring music, including foreign music such as K-pop. Some of research
informants referred to music as a mean to strengthen their sustenance to fulfill
their daily affairs, especially when they are engaged with boring or repetitive
issues, the music helps them face such situations.

As the research informants have lived in religious backgrounds, the religion
approach toward music is important to them. But they interpret the religion
instance toward the music according to their understandings of religious
teachings. A group of them considered the music as contradictory to religion
and avoided listening to any music. Another group of informants saw no
contradiction between the religion and the music. They believed that one can
be religious even while listening to the music.

CONCLUSION

Adolescent girls studied in this research critically interpret whatever they face
in their cultural context. So, they resist some of the cultural and religious
teachings and doubt on some including the relation between the religion and
the music. They negotiate between their religious belief and new cultural and
music choices.

NOVELTY

The research accomplished in this paper specifically focused on the one of
issues which the previous researches had either ignored or paid little attention
in their analyses on the reception of adolescent’s media consumption and
reception, especially in qualitative researches on teenagers and adolescents in
Iran with religious backgrounds. The authors of this paper have tried to
describe this issue based on the perceptions and interpretations and lived
experiences of the adolescents with religious backgrounds.
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INTRODUCTION

Adolescence is associated with changes in one’s life including his/her behavior,
emotions, and mood. One of the issues less studied about adolescents is how
they deal with and receive music. As Anastasi points out, many adolescents
suffering from a desperate need for connectedness, for a sense of belonging,
find themselves in this position. They have an intense need to feel loved and
accepted. They desperately seek love and acceptance but often lack the means
to attain it. Adolescents need to express their pain and suffering in order for
healing to take place, but first they must have language and opportunity for
this expression. In fact, adolescents need to establish meaningful connections
with others in order to conquer the traumas of shame that are commonly
experienced in early adolescence (Anastasi, 2005: 303). Although adolescents
are often described as moody in nature, rebellious, and self-absorbed, these
kinds of ‘storm and stress’ interpretations have not been consistently
identified across cultures (McFerran, 2011, 97-98). The adolescents listen to
music in order to achieve a variety of goals. These goals can be conceived as
socially or emotionally driven (Miranda, 2013). Music may reduce loneliness
and act as social surrogate for a friend (Schafer et. al., 2020). Their research
results showed a significant reduction of loneliness and a relevant rise in
empathy and mood due to listening to self-selected music, irrespective of the
listener’s mood or the applied listening strategy, which suggests that private
musical engagement in general can provide mood-repair and a sense of
connection.

Adolescents raised in the context of religious culture experience challenges
in the process of consuming music, in which adolescent girls find themselves in
a more complex position. This paper has focused on this complex position

PURPOSE

The main purpose of this study is to study adolescent girls' perceptions of
music consumption and their attitudes toward music, considering their well-
being in the religious cultural context. Questions such as: how do they look at
the music they consume, what factors affect their perception of it, how they
think about music from a religious point of view and how they approach music
according to their religious background, are among the research questions.

METHODOLOGY

To answer the research questions and finding the factors affecting the reception of
music by adolescent girls with religious, cultural backgrounds, semi-structured
qualitative interviews were used to collect data. Interviews were conducted with
23 adolescent girls who have grown up in religious cultural backgrounds and
studying in religious schools. Using the thematic analysis method, and open coding,
basic, organizing and comprehensive themes regarding the reception of the
mentioned girls about music were extracted.
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ABSTRACT

Adolescence is associated with changes in one’s life including his/her behavior, emotions, and
mood. One of the issues less studied about adolescents is how they deal with and receive music.
Adolescents raised in the religious environment experience challenges in the process of
consuming music, with girls finding themselves in a more complex situation. The main purpose
of this study is to study adolescent girls' perceptions of music consumption considering their
well-being in the religious cultural context. Questions such as: how do they look at the music
they consume, what factors affect their perception of it, how they think about music from a
religious point of view and how they approach music according to their religious background,
are among the research questions. To answer and finding the factors affecting the reception of
music by adolescent girls with religious cultural backgrounds, unstructured interviews were
conducted with 23 adolescent girls who have grown up in religious cultural backgrounds and
studying in schools with a religious educational approach. Based on the analysis, 4
comprehensive themes on central issue of this research were identified and it was found that
adolescent girls' perception of music is influenced by family, society and how they look at
religion, even some see music in the same light as they view religious eulogies.
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