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1. Fatherless society
2. Theodor Adorno
3. Georg Simmel

4. Anomic Community
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1. Culture industry
2. Fetishism

3. Sigmund Freud
4.1d, Ego, Super-ego

5. Narcism
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1. Erotic relationship
2. The Division of Labour in Society (1893)
3. Suicide (1897)
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1. Conventional Content Analysis
2. Flick

3. Charmaz

4. Resonance

5. Usefulness
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1. Social integration and regulation
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Virtual education didn’t have the capacity to expand intellectual agreement
and normalize issues and methods in university gatherings. In such situations,
there are not enough formal and unformal relationships between scientific
agents. Joining and cooperating in social associations and continuous
connection with coworkers inside and outside of social institutions was long
forgotten and hence, decreased encounter between people and rid them of
emotional energy. In other words, virtual education doesn’t have the
possibility of creating a normalized and inclusive social space susceptible to
socializing students and shaping them with their normalized and moral
obligations.

In a nutshell, evolving virtual education can be viewed as a chance and a
possibility to complete formal educational plans and can be considered an
indicator of entire educational development in the country, especially during
critical situations such as what was experienced in the post-Covid era or in any
emergency situation when educational facilities and schools encounter with
similar problems, it can be used as a replacement.

NOVELTY

Considering the challenges faced by virtual education and necessities arising
due to lack of deep findings in this area, the results of this study can help
students and teachers use proper methods in order to evolve virtual education
and acquire knowledge, attitude and skill that are necessary for their growth
and dynamism in the university.



Table 1: Damages of Virtual Education

Interpreting Codes Explanatory Codes

Monologue teachers

Lack of skill in practical studies

Educational damages
Unreal and superficial presence

Interference and integration of educational and non-educational
spaces

Unfavorable interaction between student and teacher

Decreased interaction among teachers
Damages related to &

university culture Decreased obligation in students and teachers towards academic
norms and values

Formation of subordinate and non-critical culture

Weak online infrastructures

Damages related to
social-economic Digital gap and inequality in education accessibility
infrastructures

Dissatisfaction about virtual education system in universities

Decreased mental presence

Reduced sense of

presence Decreased social presence

Decreased teaching presence

CONCLUSION

Analyzing the lived experience of students from virtual education showed that
they found the virtual space very cliché, repetitive, monotonous, and boring
without much joy. Their mental representation from students was a “passive
and submissive student” enslaved to the “silence culture” of online classes.
Therefore, the mental view of students about virtual classes was an
“uncooperative” space that was the crystallization of non-empathic and non-
conversational.

It seems that professors gave more emphasis on emphasizing positive
meanings to online education than their students. They considered online
education a cause for better efficiency in time and place and also a way of
enhancing "self-regulation ability" in students and believe that "the lack of in-
person communication can improve independence and discipline in students".
Nevertheless, they also came to the point that virtual education is not without
challenge. However, mental factors they mentioned on challenges of virtual
education were about more marginal issues such as “classes being overloaded,
superficial and unreal presence and invalid evaluation”.
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INTRODUCTION

Experts in the field of education believe that effects and consequences of the
Covid-19 pandemic on education in general and higher education in particular,
have been much more than other social institutions. In the virtual education
like other form of education, students and teachers during that period were
considered to be adequate, relevant, influential and interested lot who played
important roles in adjusting and compiling educational curriculum who could
in other words transfer useful information about quality and effectiveness of
the coronavirus period to the rest of society. In the current study, we have
tried to represent the lived experience and perception of students and teachers
in virtual education system, with a case study of the University of Isfahan. As
such, the aim was to identify some of the biggest challenges the university
community encountered with and by relying on these results, more effective
methods for enhancing the virtual education in the university are presented.

PURPOSE
The goal of the current research was to:

a) Evaluate the perception and lived experience of students and teachers of
the University of Isfahan during Covid-19.

b) Present typology of experienced damages in virtual education by
students and professors during the pandemic.

c) Apply the findings of this study for resolving defects, disturbances,
weaknesses of advanced virtual education.

METHODOLOGY

“Phenomenology” has been used as a qualitative method in this research which
was centered on students and teachers of the University of Isfahan. The study
population included all professors and students in the academic year of 2020-
2021.

During the course of the study, a purposive or criteria-based sampling was
used whereas data was collected using deep and semi-structured interview
tools. The data collection continued until the researcher achieved a theoretical
saturation. The number of participants was 32, which consisted of 14
professors and 18 students. Among them, 25 people were interviewed through
virtual social media software (WhatsApp) while the other 7 were interviewed
in person. The data was analyzed using Colaizzi’s seven step method (1978).

FINDINGS

Some of the outcomes of the research showed damages virtual education
incurred i.e., “educational damage”, “damages related to university culture”,
“damages related to social-economic infrastructures” and “damage from
reduced sense of presence” which can be seen well in the table below.
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fragility of the cultural hegemony of the society against the global cultural system,
the emergence of a new lifestyle and the speed of social changes and the
inconsistency of cultural productions with this process. The focus of Simmel,
Adorno, and Durkheim's theoretical views on the process of modernization and
modernization with the contrast between Simmel's objective and subjective culture,
Durkheim's mechanical and organic solidarity and or Adorno's fatherless society
shows the importance of social changes in a society and other issues of narcissism
in the society under the influence of the culture industry, the emergence of cultural
disorders in the action behaviors of the people with the situation of a formless
society and or the emergence of cultural confusion in the anomic situation of the
society, have prepared the grounds for creating fragility in the norms governing the
society and the values related to the society. In accordance with such an approach,
the roots of dealing with the cultural collapse are related to the different aspects of
the new state of society in terms of the media, academic, and political environment
of society. Empirical records related to the issue also show that paying attention to
cultural collapse is ill-considered and incorrect.

CONCLUSION

Ideation about the cultural collapse and productions related to its foundations and
literature require changes in the approach of the country's elite and media stream
and a revision of it, especially tribune holders and cultural institutions. In this
regard, the structure and mechanism of confronting cultural, along with conceptual
and theoretical disturbances hidden in institutional and political views, have caused
a kind of analytical and theoretical chaos at the social level, the media, and the body
of the political system. In a situation where the society's culture is not compatible
with the speed of social changes and there is no balance between cultural products
and needs of society, chaos will occur in the situation of culture and this turmoil
and confusion do not mean cultural collapse and can be one of the signs of the
occurrence of anomie.

NOVELTY

The study clearly shows that there is a lack of coherent research about the
conceptual disturbances related to the realm of collapse and its use. This was
realized by using a qualitative study and interviews with the elites. Another
innovation is the evaluation of views of the elites in the body of knowledge and
background in relation to the subjectivity of collapse in the context of society.



managers, who were chosen by non-probability and purposeful sampling methods;
the participants were 10 university faculty members and 2 managers with cultural
responsibility at the doctoral level and with expertise in cultural sociology, social
history, political science, policy-making and sociology, and hence they made a total
of 12 people. The method of selecting the samples according to the degree of
theoretical saturation and theoretical sampling appropriate to the research subject
included elites who were scholars in the fields of culture, cultural studies, social
history of culture, political science and culture, cultural policy and sociology of
culture and who authored books and research works and at university levels and
were engaged in cultural and administrative management affairs. Atlas.ti8 software
was used to analyze and encode the qualitative data. The interview protocol was set
based on the main axes of the empirical background and by conducting a review of
the body of knowledge related to the subject. The operational method of the
research is content and thematic analysis. Thematic analysis is a method of
analyzing textual data, and uses categories adapted from theoretical models and
applied to the data.

FINDINGS

The network of study themes showed that part of the views of the interviewees were
focused on the problems of theorizing and methodological principles of how to deal
with the issue of cultural collapse, and the concept of collapse is mainly used
analytically and theoretically in the field of politics, namely, for the chaotic political
system and the deterioration of political order. In other words, the use of collapse in
the field of culture requires explanation and theoretical and experimental evidence
and is not directly applicable to culture and the field of culture. Therefore, the
cultural collapse is an artificial and unknown concept that due to the anomic
situation of the cultural field, the confusion of the country's cultural situation, value
and normative metamorphosis, deterioration and disruption in the field of culture,
the conceptual manipulations of the power pyramid, and the generative forces of
culture, such a construction is formed from the concept of collapse in the field of
culture. Therefore, the adaptation of the concept of collapse in the politics, and its
application in the field of culture has created such a conceptual confusion that has
nothing to do with the field of culture and the culture.

In fact, cultural changes and transformations in this area do not indicate cultural
collapse, and even the occurrence of anomic situation, disorder, and the confusion
in the culture does not indicate cultural collapse. The roots of such a concept are
related to theorizing the failure of governance, the conditions of the new cultural
order, analytical deception, the role of educational centers, the role of the media and
social networks, discrediting the carriers and elements that produce culture, the
questioning of cultural hegemony, the polarization of society towards the cultural,
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INTRODUCTION

In Tainter's (1988) point of view, the collapse indicates its negative and undesirable
socio-political results in the eyes of the people (Brunk, 2002). Paying to collapse is
one of the issues that have been addressed by elites, political activists, and media
waves, and it has been considered as a common preoccupation of the ruling forces
in the social system. Some of the opinions of the social elites regarding the collapse
and the scope of its conceptual space show the use of the concept of confusion or
disintegration (Jalaipour, 2015), the destruction of the state institution and the
movement-demandingness of the society (Jalaipour, 2016), anomie (Abazari, 2015),
the disintegration of a country and the destruction of the government (Shojaiezand,
2017), the malfunctioning of the social body (Eftakhari, 2017), the functional
weakness of institutions (Abdi, 2016), the disruption of national cohesion and the
cultural destruction of society (Rafipour, 2013), the instability or ambiguity of the
situation ( Tajik, 2017), the malfunctioning of the government, the inability of the
government to solve problems, the disintegration of the unity of identity and the
rupture of the society (Kachouian, 2017) and the collapse of the elite and the
formation of a gap between the elites, the characteristics and political management
of the country with the public sphere and the people (Parsania, 2017) it has been
popular among the elite community. Based on such a conceptual space, the cultural
collapse in relation to cultural behaviors, normative and value order, and the
lifestyle of Iranian society is one of the main concerns of the intellectual space of
the elites, which has been conceptually mixed with other dimensions of society and
specifically its political aspect.

PURPOSE

Challenges related to the field of culture and conceptual constructions around it are
appropriate to historical conditions of the Iranian society, the economic situation of
the society, the functioning of the government and the ruling political system, the
role of culture producers and cultural carriers, the functions of institutions in
relation to the value and normative system, the intellectual and elite stream, and the
effects of virtual networks and the media have caused the cultural collapse to
become one of the central issues of the social system and be considered one of the
main concerns of the government. The purpose of this article is to examine what
cultural collapse is and identify its roots by the elite community.

METHODOLOGY

The current research was conducted through inductive content analysis which is a
method of qualitative data analysis. A semi-structured interview tool was used to
collect the data (Tabrizi & Hoshangi, 2014). The statistical population consisted of
the elite society of Tehran, including academic faculty members and senior cultural



Journal of Iranian Cultural Research, 15(3), 139-170, Autumn 2022

' Naderi, H., & Mousavi, M.A. (2022). A qualitative study of the prevalence of the notion
] 4) of cultural collapse among the elites: myth or reality? Journal of Iranian Cultural
Research, 15(3), 139-170. Doi: 10.22035/jicr.2023.2968.3310

&
d- https://doi.org/10.22035 /jicr.2023.2968.3310 URL: http://www jicr.ir/article_476.html
2008-1847 / © The Authors. This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).

Research Paper

A Qualitative Study of the Prevalence of the Notion
of Cultural Collapse among the Elites: Myth or
Reality

Hamid Naderi!*, Seyed Mohammad Ali Mousavi?

Received: Jan. 27,2022; Accepted: Jun. 20, 2022

ABSTRACT

Culture, as one of the main components of any social system, has always been exposed to all
kinds of reflexivity, and one such case of ideation is related to the promotion of the notion of
collapse by the elites. The purpose of this article is to examine what cultural collapse is, and to
identify the root cause of it related to the elite community. To achieve this goal, a qualitative
study with inductive content analysis was conducted with the participation of 12 academic
elites who were experts and had published books on the subject under study. To analyze the
data, a thematic analysis was adopted and the data were coded in Atlas.ti8. The findings
showed that the use of the idea of cultural collapse has caused conceptual confusion among the
elites, and while culture does not disappear but can be accompanied by metamorphosis and
change. The roots of this go back to the forms of cultural change, analytical deception, the role
of educational centers, the body of power, and the media; and the nature of the idea of collapse
is related to the political system and has nothing to do with culture.

Keywords: cultural collapse, elites, inductive content analysis, Iran

1. PhD Student, Department of Sociology, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Tehran,
Tehran, Iran (Corresponding Author)
P< hnaderi58@ut.ac.ir

2. PhD Student in Cultural Sociology, Department of Sociology, Faculty of Social Sciences,
University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran
P4 82mousavi@gmail.com


https://doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2023.2968.3310
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
mailto:82mousavi@gmail.com




Sarmadi, M.R. Seyf, M.H., & Talebi, S. (2012). Mabani-ye nazari va falsafi-ye amuzes az
door [theoretical and philosophical foundation of distance teaching]. Tehran, Iran:
Payam-e Noor University.

Shale, D. (1988). Concepts: Toward a reconceptualization of distance education. The
American Journal of  Distance Education, 2(3), 25-35. doi:
10.1080/08923648809526633

Siemens, G. (2001). Danes$ va yadgiri: Mabani-ye nazariye-ye ertebatgarayi [knowing
knowledge: theoretical foundations of Communication] (H. Eskandari, Trans.).
Tehran, Iran: Ava-ye Noor. (Original work published 2006)

Simons, J. (2011). Foucault va amr-e siyasi [Foucault and the political] (K. Hoseinzade
Rad, Trans.). Tehran, Iran: Roxdad-e Now. (Original work published 1995)

Street, B. (2017). Literacy in theory and practice (M. Sheikhan, Trans.). Tehran, Iran:
Institute for Social and Cultural Studies.

Tafazoli Moghadam, A. (2009). Jahani Sodan va bastarhd-ye fararoo-ye towse’e-ye meli
va amuzes-e dli: Amozes-e baz va az rih-e door az didgah-e sihebnazaran
[Globalization and national development and higher education: open and distance
learning from the viewpoint of experts (Unpublished doctoral dissertation). Payam-
e Noor University, Tehran, Iran.

Iranian Cultural Research

31

Abstract



http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/2333329
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/2333329
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/2333329
https://doi.org/10.1080/08923648809526633
https://doi.org/10.1080/08923648809526633
https://doi.org/10.1080/08923648809526633
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/7503842
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/7503842
https://fidibo.com/book/84471-%DA%A9%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%87-%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84
https://fidibo.com/book/84471-%DA%A9%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%87-%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84
https://www.virascience.com/thesis/497458/
https://www.virascience.com/thesis/497458/
https://www.virascience.com/thesis/497458/
https://www.virascience.com/thesis/497458/
https://www.virascience.com/thesis/497458/

Iranian Cultural Research

30

Vol. 15
Issue 3
Autumn 2022

Kazemi, N. (1380). Cesmandaz-e amuzes az rah-e door dar qarn-e bist-o-yekom [Distance
Teaching vision in the 21st century]. In Preceeding of the 2nd Confrence of Open and
distance teaching (P. 44-49). Tehran, Iran: Payam-e Noor University Press.

Keegan, D. (1980). On defining distance education. Distance Education, 1(1), 13-36.
doi: 10.1080/0158791800010102

Khorsandi, A. (2006). Nezam-e ertebati-ye amuze$ dar Iran [Communicative system of
teaching in Iran]. Tehan, Iran: Institute for Social and Cultural Studies.

Malek Afzali, F. (1372). Tarixce-ye amuzes az rah-e door dar Jahan [The history of
distance education in the world]. Peyk-e Noor Journal, 1(1), 86-88.

Maleki, H., Sarmadi, M.R., & Rezaei Amir Gavabar, M. (2012). Tabyin-e ravabet-e ensani
dar danesSgah bar asas-e dow didgdh-e Modernism va Post-Modernism [Explanation of
Human communication in university based on Modernism and Post-Modernism
Approaches]. (Unpulished Msc. Thesis). Payam-e Noor University, Tehran, Iran.

Manjulika, S., & Venugopal Reedy, V. (2002). The changing context of higher education
in the 21 centuries, In V. Reedy, & S. Manjulika, (Eds), Towards Virtualization Open
and Distance learning. New Delhi, Kogan Page.

Maroofi, Y., Ebrahimzade, E. & Fadaei, H. (1388). Tabyin-e amoozeha-ye tarbiyati-ye
didgah-e Postmodern (Lyotard) nesbat be karbord-e fanavari dar amoozes az rah-e
door [Explanation of Post-Modern Education and Technology in distance teaching]
(MA Thesis). Payam-e Noor University, Tehran, Iran.

Mills, S. (2010). Michel Foucault (M. Nouri, Trans.). Tehran, Iran: Markaz. (Original work
published 2003)

Mohammadi, M. (1393). TabarSenasi-ye tarbiyat-e jaded dar Iran; Tavalod-e Madrese
[Genealogy of new education in Iran]. Tarbiyat Modares University, Tehran, Iran.

Monolescu, D., Schifter C., Greenwood, L. (2004). The distance education evolution: Issues
and case studies. Information Science Publishing. doi: 10.4018/978-1-59140-120-9

Moosa Ramezani, S., Farajollahi, M., Mohammad Yousefi, S., & Taghizadeh, M. E. (2015).
Tahlil-e nezam-e amuze$ az dur az manzar-e didgah-e tarbiyati-ye Modernism va
Post-modernism [Analysis of distance education from Modern - Post Modern
training viewpoints, 1(2), 70-93.

Peters, 0. (2003). Learning with new media in distance education. In M. Moore, & W.
Anderson (Eds.). Handbook of Distance Education (Pp. 88). New Jersey: Lawrence
Erlbaum Associates.

Rahmani, J. (2017). Porse§ az danesgdh-e Irani [Questioning of Iranian University].
Tehran, Iran: Institute for Social and Cultural Studies.

Salehi, A. (1393). Tabyin-e nazariye-ye enteqadi Henry Giroux va delalatha-ye an dar
ta'lim va tarbiyat [explantion of Henry Giroux’s critical theory and it's pedagogical
implications]. Journal of Research in Philosophy and Education, 1(1), 81-95.


http://mehrmohammadi.ir/%D9%85%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%87%D9%86%DA%AF%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B4-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C/
http://mehrmohammadi.ir/%D9%85%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%87%D9%86%DA%AF%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B4-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C/
http://mehrmohammadi.ir/%D9%85%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%87%D9%86%DA%AF%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B4-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C/
https://doi.org/10.1080/0158791800010102
https://doi.org/10.1080/0158791800010102
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/756075
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/756075
https://www.sid.ir/paper/128749/en#downloadbottom
https://www.sid.ir/paper/128749/en#downloadbottom
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/e969b97c11bc99f8a5f898d6429a82a6/search/356e417f3129ef21f75cd696000b5d6a
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/e969b97c11bc99f8a5f898d6429a82a6/search/356e417f3129ef21f75cd696000b5d6a
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/e969b97c11bc99f8a5f898d6429a82a6/search/356e417f3129ef21f75cd696000b5d6a
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/e969b97c11bc99f8a5f898d6429a82a6/search/356e417f3129ef21f75cd696000b5d6a
https://www.amazon.com/Towards-virtualization-Open-distance-learning/dp/8175541725
https://www.amazon.com/Towards-virtualization-Open-distance-learning/dp/8175541725
https://www.amazon.com/Towards-virtualization-Open-distance-learning/dp/8175541725
https://elmnet.ir/article/10484093-71042/%D8%AA%D8%A8%DB%8C%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%A8%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%BE%D8%B3%D8%AA-%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%B1%D9%86-(%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%B1)-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A8%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D9%87-%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B4-(%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%B1)
https://elmnet.ir/article/10484093-71042/%D8%AA%D8%A8%DB%8C%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%A8%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%BE%D8%B3%D8%AA-%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%B1%D9%86-(%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%B1)-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A8%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D9%87-%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B4-(%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%B1)
https://elmnet.ir/article/10484093-71042/%D8%AA%D8%A8%DB%8C%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%A8%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%BE%D8%B3%D8%AA-%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%B1%D9%86-(%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%B1)-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A8%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D9%87-%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B4-(%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%B1)
https://elmnet.ir/article/10484093-71042/%D8%AA%D8%A8%DB%8C%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%A8%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%BE%D8%B3%D8%AA-%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%B1%D9%86-(%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%B1)-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A8%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D9%87-%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B4-(%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%B1)
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/1964104
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/1964104
https://parseh.modares.ac.ir/thesis/1076660
https://parseh.modares.ac.ir/thesis/1076660
https://www.igi-global.com/book/distance-education-evolution/991
https://www.igi-global.com/book/distance-education-evolution/991
https://phe.journals.pnu.ac.ir/article_1852.html?lang=en
https://phe.journals.pnu.ac.ir/article_1852.html?lang=en
https://phe.journals.pnu.ac.ir/article_1852.html?lang=en
https://phe.journals.pnu.ac.ir/article_1852.html?lang=en
https://www.routledge.com/Handbook-of-Distance-Education/Moore-Diehl/p/book/9781138239005
https://www.routledge.com/Handbook-of-Distance-Education/Moore-Diehl/p/book/9781138239005
https://www.routledge.com/Handbook-of-Distance-Education/Moore-Diehl/p/book/9781138239005
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/5049074
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/5049074
https://journals.pnu.ac.ir/article_1847.html?lang=en
https://journals.pnu.ac.ir/article_1847.html?lang=en
https://journals.pnu.ac.ir/article_1847.html?lang=en

Farasatkhah, M. Maniei, R. & Ezzati Abdoljabbar, G. (1390). Ta’sirat-e jahani-
beynolmellali sodan bar amuzes az rah-e door va baz: moredkavi-ye Danesgah-e
Payam-e Noor [Global and Internationalization implacts on open distance teacing:
Case study of Payam-e Noor University (Unpublished M.A. Thesis]. Faculty of Social
Sciences, Payam-e Noor University, Tehran, Iran.

Fazeli, N. (1399a). Tajrobe-ye tajadod: ruykardi ensdnsendxti be emroozi-Sodan-e
farhang-e Irani [Experiene of modernity: anthropolocal approach to Iranian culture
modernization]. Tehran, Iran: Institute for Social and Cultural Studies.

Fazeli, N. (1399b). Zendegi sarasar fahm-e mas’ale ast [Life is full of understanding
issue]. Tehran, Iran: Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies.

Fazeli, N. (1399c). Farhang va faje'e; Jostarha-ye ensansenaxti darbare-ye mosibatha-ye
jam'i dar Iran [Culture and disaster; Anthropolgical study on mass disaster in Iran].
Tehran, Iran: Farhame.

Foucault, M. (2010). Nietzsche, tabarsenasi, tarix [Nietzsche, Genealogy, History]. In:
Te’atr-e Falsafe: Gozidei az Darsgoftarha Kutahnevestha, Goft-o-guha va ... [Theater
of Philosophy: A selection of lessons, short stories, conversations and ...] (N.
Sarkhosh, & A. Jahandideh, Trans.; Pp. 143-157]. Tehran, Iran: Ney. (Original work
published 1971)

Freire, P. (1385). Amuzes-e setamdidegan [Pedagogy of the oppressed] (A. Birashk, & S.
Dad, Trans.). Tehran, Iran: Kharazmi University Press.

Ghaneirad, M.A. (1398). Siyasatgozari-ye elmi va towse’e dar Iran [Scientific policy-
making and development in Iran]. Tehran, Iran: Institute for Social and Cultural
Studies.

Haghighi, F., & Farajollahi, M. (2014). Mabani-ye Nazari-ye amuzes-e baz va az rah-e door
[Theoratical foundation of open and distance teaching]. Tehran, Iran: Arastoo Press.

Harris, J. (1995). Organizing and facilitating telecollaborative projects. The Compating
Teather, 22(5), 66-69.

Hernandez, C., & Mayur, R. (1390). Yadgiri bard-ye herzare-ye Novin; Caleshd-ye dmuzes
dar qarn-e 21 [learning for the new millennium challenges of education for the 21st
century]. (M. Keyghobadi, et. al., Trans.). Tehran, Iran: Research and Educational
Institute of Defence Industry.

Jahanara, A., & Sarmadi, M.R. (2018). Tarrahi va etebaryabi-ye model-e amuzes az rah-e
door-e proZe-mehvar ba ta’kid bar roykard-e sazandegarayi [Design and validity of
project-based distance teaching with emphasise on constructive approach]. Journal
of Research in Teaching, 6(4), 86-105.

Kachuiyan, H., & Zaeri, Q. (2009). Dah gam-e asli-ye rave$-Senaxti dar tahlil-e
tabarSenasane-ye farhang ba eteka be ard’e Michel Foucault] Ten basic
methodological steps in genealogical analysis of culture; special reference to Michel
Foucault, Rahbord-e Farhang, 2(7), 7-30.

Iranian Cultural Research

29

Abstract


https://elmnet.ir/author/%D8%BA%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%AD%D8%B3%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%B9%D8%B2%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%B9%D8%A8%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://elmnet.ir/author/%D8%BA%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%AD%D8%B3%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%B9%D8%B2%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%B9%D8%A8%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://elmnet.ir/author/%D8%BA%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%AD%D8%B3%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%B9%D8%B2%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%B9%D8%A8%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://elmnet.ir/author/%D8%BA%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%AD%D8%B3%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%B9%D8%B2%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%B9%D8%A8%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://elmnet.ir/author/%D8%BA%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%AD%D8%B3%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%B9%D8%B2%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%B9%D8%A8%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/3733315
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/3733315
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/3733315
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/6216955
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/6216955
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/6153890
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/6153890
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/6153890
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/2082894
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/2082894
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/2082894
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/2082894
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/2082894
https://amoozak.org/sites/default/files/book/pedagogy-of-oppressed-paulo-freire.pdf
https://amoozak.org/sites/default/files/book/pedagogy-of-oppressed-paulo-freire.pdf
https://amoozak.org/sites/default/files/book/pedagogy-of-oppressed-paulo-freire.pdf
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/5683168
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/5683168
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/5683168
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/3728823
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/3728823
https://scholarworks.wm.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1107&context=educationpubs
https://scholarworks.wm.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1107&context=educationpubs
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/746766
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/746766
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/746766
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/746766
https://trj.uok.ac.ir/article_60916.html
https://trj.uok.ac.ir/article_60916.html
https://trj.uok.ac.ir/article_60916.html
https://trj.uok.ac.ir/article_60916.html
http://www.jsfc.ir/article_44171.html
http://www.jsfc.ir/article_44171.html
http://www.jsfc.ir/article_44171.html
http://www.jsfc.ir/article_44171.html

Iranian Cultural Research

28

Vol. 15
Issue 3
Autumn 2022

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Absalan, S. (2019). Problematic Sodan-e gofteman-e amuze$ dar Iran va agaz-e
monaze’'e-ye goftemani piramoon-e nahad-e amuze§ dar dowran-e Qajar
[Problematization of Iranian discourse of education and the beginning of discursive
conflict over education in Qajar era]. Interdisciplinary Studies in Humanities, 11(2),
103-128. doi: 10.22035/isih.2019.3088.3399

Afroogh, E. (2007). Mohtavagerayi va toolid-e elm [text orientation and science
production]. Tehran, Iran: Soore-ye Mehr.

Afroogh, E. (2016). Arzyabi-ye enteqadi-ye nahad-e elm dar Iran [Critical assessment of
science institution in Iran]. Tehran, Iran: Institute for Social and Cultural Studies.

Barnett, R. (2019). Danesgdh-e Ayande; idehd va emkdanha [The future university: Ideas
and possibilities] (Sh. Shasti, & Sh.Moghimi, Trans.). Tehran, Iran: Institute for Social
and Cultural Studies.

Bartle, R. (1990). Interactive multi-user computer Games. Colchester: Essex, UK MUSE
Ltd.

Cahoone, L.E. (1382). Az modernism ta postmodernism [From Modernism to Post-
Modernism: An anthology] (A. Soroosh, Trans.). Tehran, Iran: Ney.

Dreyfus, H.L, & Rabinow, P. (1997). Michel Foucault, Farasoo-ye saxtgarayi va
hermeneutics [Michel Foucault, beyond structuralism and hermeneutics] (H.
Bashiriye, Trans.). Tehran, Iran: Nasr-e Ney. (Original work published 1982)

Ebrahimzade, E. (2003). Farayand-e yaddehi-yadgiri va dane§gah-ha-ye baz va az rah-e
door dar ayande [learning-teaching and open universities and distance learning in
the future]. Peyk-e Noor-e Olum-e Ensani, 2, 1-11.

Ebrahimzade, E. (2006). Ta’lim va tarbiyat mobtani bar fanavari-ye ettela’at va
ertebatat: Jostarha-ye mafhoomi. Peyk-e Noor-e Olum-e Ensani, 4(4), 3-13.

Farajollahi, M., & Dehbashi Sharif, F. (1387). Rosd-e amuze$ az rah-e door dar Iran va
Jahan [Distance teaching development in Iran and the world]. Tehran, Iran: Payam-e
Noor University.

Farajollahi, M,, et. al. (1391). Yadgiri az door dar asr-e etela’at va ertebatat [distance
learning in technologoy and communication era]. Terhan, Iran: Payam-e Noor
University Press.

Farajollahi, M., Norouzzadeh, R, Ebrahimzadeh, I, & Haghighi, F. S. (2012). Nezam-e falsafi-
ye amoozes-e baz va az rah-e dur; motavalli-ye amuzes$ az dur-e fanavari technology ast
ya falsafe-ye tarbiyati [The philosophical system of open and distant learning: Is
technology the custodian ofdistant learning or educational philosophy]. Interdisciplinary
Journal of Virtual Learning in Medical Sciences, 2(4), 21-30.


http://www.isih.ir/article_309.html?lang=en
http://www.isih.ir/article_309.html?lang=en
http://www.isih.ir/article_309.html?lang=en
http://www.isih.ir/article_309.html?lang=en
http://www.isih.ir/article_309.html?lang=en
https://www.ketabrah.ir/%DA%A9%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D9%85%D8%AD%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%A7%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%84%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85/book/32928
https://www.ketabrah.ir/%DA%A9%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D9%85%D8%AD%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%A7%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%84%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85/book/32928
https://www.adinehbook.com/gp/product/6006996669
https://www.adinehbook.com/gp/product/6006996669
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/5283856
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/5283856
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/5283856
https://mud.co.uk/richard/imucg0.htm
https://mud.co.uk/richard/imucg0.htm
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/638411
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/638411
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/604105
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/604105
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/604105
http://ensani.ir/fa/article/191962/%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%AF-%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%AF%D9%87%DB%8C-%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%AF%DA%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%A2%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87
http://ensani.ir/fa/article/191962/%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%AF-%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%AF%D9%87%DB%8C-%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%AF%DA%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%A2%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87
http://ensani.ir/fa/article/191962/%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%AF-%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%AF%D9%87%DB%8C-%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%AF%DA%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%A2%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87
https://www.sid.ir/paper/128443/en
https://www.sid.ir/paper/128443/en
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/1921215
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/1921215
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/1921215
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/2169693
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/2169693
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/bibliographic/2169693
https://ijvlms.sums.ac.ir/article_46020.html
https://ijvlms.sums.ac.ir/article_46020.html
https://ijvlms.sums.ac.ir/article_46020.html
https://ijvlms.sums.ac.ir/article_46020.html
https://ijvlms.sums.ac.ir/article_46020.html

"inference from ideas of others from new angles”, "crossing the boundary of
usually applied methodologies”, and "emphasis on critical thinking in the face of
historical and social events", testify the "originality and value" of the current
study, which can be fruitful for future researches, as well.
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communication, changes in population and work patterns, reduction in
government funds, and the competition in educational market, and on the other,
we are facing with revolutionary developments at the "local" level, which has led
to widespread interest of the people in education. At the same time, events such
as "ignoring software and discursive aspects” of open education, "bureaucratic
relations”, "existence of a gap in open education in practical terms", and "Covid-
19 virus" in the "absence of humanities and social sciences" have caused the veil
from half-covered face to be lifted and the issue has been brought to the fore. We
must accept that in the current changing era with the power of new knowledge,
"home and workplace environment" will be transformed into a place of
continuous learning. A "vast" space without "ceiling", "border”, "race", "color"
and "without any engineering" has marked a fundamental paradigm shift in
today's world. These changes require a scholarly, conscious, and realistic
confrontation in order to understand and make the one understands new

scientific and educational issues in the light of the discursive environment.
NOVELTY

Some of the innovative aspects of the present article include: "Newness of the
topic", "problematicity”, "classification of the educational system into closed and
open and definition of traditional and modern education in Iran", " attention to
epistemological foundations of open education” which are neglected, "examining
open education in a political and social conceptual formats" and "using modern
genealogical methodology" in order to explain the problematizing process of
open education in Iran, and how it became the focus of attention. The
genealogical approach of the imperfect construction of open education in Iran is
aimed at a fundamental point that this construction is influenced by the
incompleteness of science in Iran and the lack of a discourse. For this claim, the
current work focuses on "open education discourse” instead of "open education”
because unlike the first, in which, technical layers and internal experiences of
education as an independent entity are analyzed, the latter, due to its
dependence on intellectual and political atmosphere and its own epistemological
foundations, is opposed to closed education with the implication of place,
language, time, body, authority and stability. Also, the lack of resources can be
mentioned as the most important "limitation”. Among its "scientific
applications”, as we can point to understanding the problem of imperfect
construction, identifying the gap between opinion and practice in Iran's open
education system and its application in systematizing the country's educational
policies, the same way in the "social domain", we can mention the effects of
epistemological aspects of open education for the development of the
educational system in connection with new technologies and the level of social
awareness. "Absence of researches on this subject”, "accepted innovations”,



dimensional "problem identification” of the subject such as records, zero-point
identification, discovering discourses, discontinuity analysis, genealogical
analysis, stochastic analysis, power analysis, resistance analysis, and criticism.

FINDINGS

The research analysis showed the emergence of fundamental changes in the
educational domain, largely affected by relations between power and
knowledge. It was found that the changes accruing from new technologies, and
developing culture under their influence, affect education more than ever. The
findings indicate extensive "cultural changes" in the educational environment as
the consequences of open education system in Iran, some instances of which are

as followed: "Expanding culture interaction and multiculturalism”, "increasing
influence of informal education in the knowledge system", "new identification”,
"developing the process of individualism". Extensive changes that have helped
open education in the light of "Broad Revolution" lead to nurturing "self-aware",

"self-creating” and "powerful” people.
CONCLUSION

Studying dominant traditional, modern and open educational discourses through
the genealogical method shows that each of them has reproduced a semantic
system under titles such as school, madrasa, and computer-center. If the "rebirth
of discourse” in the Qajar era led to the establishment of Dar al-Funun and
madrasa, we under the centralized and powerful rule of Pahlavi witnessed the
development of modern education with the emergence of university, and the
birth of "distance" education in the form of Literacy Corps (Sepah-e Danesh) and
Iran Azad University. Although late, the establishment of Payam-e Noor
University is considered a new warning about open education in the country.
Despite the expansion of Payam-e Noor and the creation of opportunities for
"equal access" to education, which mainly focused on quantitative development,
we are witnessing the imperfect construction of open education in Iran under
the influence of pre- and post-revolution discourse actions; a "halfness", whose
origin can be sought in the incorrect relationship between power and knowledge
in an era affected by the conflict between tradition and modernity. An
incomplete understanding visualizes open education similar to "assembly
education" rather than a new approach to learning with epistemological
foundations completely different from closed forms of education. In this
imagination, open education is a learning method that results from adding
technology to structure and process of the closed education system. The problem
of open education in Iran, especially after the Islamic Revolution, is also the
outcome of "global" and "local" circumstances. On the one hand, globally, we are
faced with technological advances, with the emergence of information and
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INTRODUCTION

"Open education” is a new type of education that in relation to power and
knowledge poses epistemological and methodological challenges to "closed
education” both the traditional and modern ones. Since this epistemological
conflict should not be reduced to methodological discussions, we have tried to
analyze this scientific concern with a discursive approach and by applying
genealogical methodology, in order to "describe and explain" the problem of
"imperfect construction of open education in Iran" and how it was brought to the
fore. This is a matter that has caused ineffectiveness in the country's educational
system, and we assume that with startling technological developments and its
deepening connection with modern knowledge, and on the other hand, the
continued neglect to long-standing and epistemological science, it will encounter
with further collapse and irreparable backwardness from the caravan of "science
and culture" that we were once at the helm.

PURPOSE

The main aim to study the genealogy of the imperfect construction of open
education in Iran is critical in nature in order to expose its internal relations with
power.

METHODOLOGY

Since genealogy is similar to "critical history", therefore, events are studied not
in terms of time or place rather from the perspective of their belonging to
discourse spectrums. In this way, by identifying hidden or ignored details, a
wider level of history is revealed. One of the most widely used concepts in
genealogy is "power and knowledge", which according Foucault were formed in
a closed space; in a way that every internal transformation takes place in a
unified space of the power of knowledge, not in two separate spaces consisting
of power and knowledge. Understanding the power from Foucault's point of
view requires understanding the concept of "discourse" and "its place" in his
works. Discourse means meaningfulness and systematizing of disorderly and
dispersed elements. In a discursive approach, everything is formed through
discourse. Therefore, the outcome of any discourse is a kind of power exercise.
Based on Foucault's theory, we consider the order governing open education in
Iran as a discourse and believe that discursive actions, policies and rationalities
in the open education system are semantic and it is within this discourse
framework that educational identities of the subject are constructed. Therefore,
the genealogy of the imperfect construction of open education in Iran requires
the analysis of relations between power and knowledge which is possible
through genealogical understanding as well as going through the ten-
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ABSTRACT

Open education, in light of an amazing technological development, has transformed the
educational system with changes in "educational culture” and an emphasis on the "learner-
centered" principle. Since this has not been taken into account in Iran's educational system, the
present article critically examines the issue of imperfect construction of an open education
system in Iran. To analyze the issue historically, a genealogical method propounded by
Foucault has been applied. Genealogy explains the evolution of historical moments in their
internal power relations, as Foucault says: it is a discourse which intertwines power and
knowledge. The "genealogical analysis" refers to an epistemological strategy formed in various
domains of history, political and social sciences. To explain the aforementioned problem, we
need to focus on both traditional and modern education discourses in the discursive space of
open education. In response to the main question of the article i.e.,, what could have caused the
imperfectness of open education in contemporary Iran? The findings indicate that "neglect to
scientific software and discursive aspects”, which followed the dominance of instrumental
scientific view; "immature understanding of open education” which reduced it to
complementary education and "bureaucratic relations” which are in conflict with the
democratic character of post-modern education, have all led to the "imperfectness of open
education” which has deepened the challenge of the alienation of "science" from culture and
society.
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accommodations dedicated to pilgrims” and “strict gender segregation between
girls and boys”.

Research findings at the second level which was about students’ reactions to
this specific cultural and social event shows that while Commencement Camp
was generally unsuccessful in its explicit cultural goals to present an appropriate
introductory contents to newcomers, we should consider implicit social patterns
as its main function in the university’s sociocultural atmosphere; strongly
demanded by administrations and being felt by students, resulted in two
opposite orientations, reacting to this implicit social program.

CONCLUSION

Gathering together the results, shows that Sharif University’s Commencement
Camp acted as a sociocultural suction motor in the aforementioned two decades
which by central organizing of students in a religious network with particular
cultural, sociological and ideological identities and isolating and rejecting less
religious ones, had deeply polarized the Sharif University of Technology’s
community around a specific religious gap, covering other potential sociocultural
conflicts. Implicitly Commencement Camp, far beyond just a regular official
camping, is a powerful and hidden religious, masculine, Islamist and anti-
western sociocultural engineering force over the past two decades at the Sharif
University of Technology.

NOVELTY

Methodologically, this research requires a heuristic model to study the
sociocultural effect of a specific cultural action/event/ceremony. While the
subject of study was totally unprecedented, this paper includes oral history of
Sharif University of Technology’s Commencement Camps and a sociological
report of implicit sociocultural engineering of higher education institutes in
Islamization plans of the Islamic Republic.

Iranian Cultural Research

19

Abstract



Iranian Cultural Research

18

Vol. 15
Issue 3
Autumn 2022

INTRODUCTION

Before the Coronavirus pandemic, the commencement camp was one of the
unique ceremonies of Sharif University of Technology in beginning of every
academic year. Being held for welcoming newcomer undergraduate students to
the university, each year on an average 75 percent of newcomers attended this
cultural event and more than 100 senior students cooperated as “group leaders”
to guide them in several days of camping.

PURPOSE

This paper is the product of a research, responding to an official request of vice-
chancellor for cultural affairs, conducted under the supervision of the author to
study the consequences of holding this event on sociocultural atmosphere of the
Sharif University of Technology in period between 2002 and 2019. For this
purpose, this research uses a heuristic twofold conceptual model to analyze the
program of Commencement Camp as a cultural action, and its effects consisting
of “explicit cultural goals” and “implicit social patterns”. The main questions are:
What were the explicit cultural goals and implicit social patterns of the planners
and moderators of the Commencement Camp in these years and secondly, what
is the reaction of students to this cultural academic event. Finding may depict the
big picture of dynamics which affected the sociocultural atmosphere of the
university during these years.

METHODOLOGY

To answering to the first question which means finding access to official
narrative from top executors, 14 interviews with main administrators, and
content analysis of official proposals and executive transcripts of
Commencement Camp had been performed. For the second question, which is
searching for narratives from down of audiences, a qualitative method by
interviewing 40 undergraduate students in 2019 and a questionnaire survey of
students and graduates of two decades was used.

FINDINGS

First level of research with regard to the first question reveals two different
“explicit cultural goals” and “implicit social patterns” in the administration of
Commencement Camp. While explicit cultural goals was presenting cultural
contents to introduce several aspects of new academic lifestyle, campus issues
and useful educational information, some explicit social patterns were repeating
each year i.e. “monopoly of administration, planning and managing of the event
by the religious student organizations such as Basij and Hey'at”, “key role of
religious senior group leaders in making new social relations and cultural

» o«

guidance”, “emphasize on Camping in Holy religious city of Mashhad in religious
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ABSTRACT

Prior to the Coronavirus pandemic, the commencement camp in the beginning of the new
academic year was considered to be one of the unique and distinct traditions of the Sharif
University of Technology. This paper is the product of a research designed to study the impact
of holding such an event on the sociocultural atmosphere of this university during 2002 and
2019. For this purpose, this research uses a twofold conceptual model consisting of “explicit
cultural goals” and “implicit social patterns”. The main research question is that what was the
explicit cultural goals and implicit social patterns of the planners and moderators of the
camping, and what is students' reaction to that? To respond to the first question, interviews
with main planners, and content analysis of official proposals and documents were used. For
the second question, qualitative method was applied by interviewing 40 undergraduate
students and an electronic survey of about 400 students graduated from the university.
Findings show that while explicit cultural goals was presenting cultural contents to introduce
several aspects of new academic life style, campus issues and useful educational information;
some explicit social patterns were repeating each year: “Monopoly in administration, planning
and managing of the event by the religious student organizations such as Basij and Hey’at”, “key
role of religious senior group of camp leaders in making new social relations and cultural
guidance”, “emphasis on camping in Holy religious city of Mashhad in religious
accommodations dedicated to pilgrims” and “strict gender segregation between women and
men”. Gathering the results together, depicts that Sharif University’s camp commencement is
acting as a sociocultural suction motor over the past two decades. Beyond just a camping, this
event by central organizing of students in a religious network with particular cultural,
sociological and ideological identities, with isolating and rejecting the less religious students,
had deeply polarized Sharif University of Technology’s community around a specific religious
gap, covering other potential sociocultural conflicts.

Keywords: commencement camp, Sharif University of Technology, analysis of sociocultural
effect, religious dichotomization
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that operates in cultural and social contexts of the university, in particular, and
the society, in general.

NOVELTY

The research accomplished in this domain specifically focused on one of the
dimensions of the university culture as most of the previous researches could
merely analyzed the issues at the micro level. This research tries to explore and
interpret the concept of academic culture and virtualization from the perspective
of the academics' own experiences.
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fieldwork process, the responses followed two distinct trends. Some pointed to
the created capacities while others listed the challenges arising in the university
culture due to the introduction of virtualization. After analyzing the findings, we
came to the concept of virtualization and communication. In this case, there was
a group that optimistically believed that virtualization has created positive
potentials in university relations. The increase in intimacy between professor
and student as a result of virtualization brings the university environment
somewhat closer to a student-centered. But the second group, with a critical
view, believed that virtualization leads to the reproduction of dysfunctions of the
traditional academic culture.

In relation to the concept of scientific and moral values, one group believed
that virtualization has had a negative effect on moral values; the second group
stated that the anti-value atmosphere in university has already existed, but
virtualization could lead to the creation of immoral cases on a wider scale.

With regard to the concept of virtualization and identity, the respondents
pointed to two categories of ethnic and sexual identity. It must be said that
virtualization has had negative impact on official policies of the university
culture, that is, while general policies of university management emphasize the
melting of cultural differences, virtualization with all its possibilities has led to
strengthening of the sense of identity. The second group, however, unlike the
previous one, believed that this atmosphere has spread the spirit of tolerance
among them.

Although the respondents were satisfied with virtualization in the university
and recognized the positive effects on the educational model, some expressed a
kind of dissatisfaction with the current situations and a nostalgic feeling for the
past, that is, when all the university processes were face-to-face and the
university life was stronger and more robust. This case is in line with the study
conducted by Zakaei and Nezakati (2018).

CONCLUSION

The results show that with the introduction of virtualization, important changes
have occurred in the dimensions of the university culture, which should be taken
into account at micro and macro levels and also at policymaking stage, e.g.,
changes to the macro level such as education, communication, research, leisure,
administrative and organizational bureaucracy and at the micro level such as
individual’s feelings and capabilities. Contrary to the common idea, the use of the
Internet is formed along the university culture with its characteristics, and the
Internet is being used in a way the Iranian university culture demands, and
contrary to the idea about the virtualization process, it is a kind of cultural entity

Iranian Cultural Research

11

Abstract



Iranian Cultural Research

10

Vol. 15
Issue 3
Autumn 2022

INTRODUCTION

The dramatic changes in the field of information and communication have led to
fundamental changes in various parts of human life. Today, what is referred to as
"triple revolution" and includes the revolution in social networks, the Internet,
and smart mobile phones (Raney and Wellman, 2012, 20), has significant effects
on various cultural, political, economic, social and educational sectors. In other
words, it should be stated that new media and technologies change the whole
society (Bastani, Khaniki and Arkanzadeh, 2018, 6).

Studies conducted in other countries indicate that the process of
virtualization can affect various aspects of the university culture and life. A wide
access to new technologies has created changes in the field of scientific and
academic activities in Iran (Farastkhah, 2010). The prominent effect of the
aforementioned changes is the growth and expansion of information and
communication technology and the process of virtualization in the in Iranian
universities. All of the above evidences indicate that with the spread of virtual
technologies to universities, Iran's higher education has undergone new
processes.

PURPOSE

A review of the research literature in Iran shows that no systematic and
academic study has been conducted in this field. With respect to the issue raised
in this study, the main goal here is to discover and examine the dimensions of the
university culture connected with the virtualization process. In that sense, the
main question of this research is: What are the consequences of virtualization for
the academic culture in universities?

METHODOLOGY

In this research, phenomenology is used as one of the qualitative methods. The
common aspect of phenomenological approaches is the common focus on
exploring how people give meaning to their lived experiences and turn them,
both individually and collectively, into consciousness (Mohammadpour, 2011,
262). Semi-structured qualitative interviews were used to collect data. The
"thematic analysis" technique is used to analyze the data.

FINDINGS

The data obtained from the interviews and actually "people's experience" of
virtualization and the university culture were categorized and 10 themes were
extracted from them. These themes express and describe the components and
axes of virtualization experience and university culture. The findings show that
virtualization in some way has led to a "change in university culture". During the
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ABSTRACT

The dramatic changes that have taken place in the field of information and
communication in the present age have led to fundamental changes in various parts
of human life. The important point is that the emergence of virtual technologies is
not just a conventional technical development but contains a cultural nature. The
university is also one of the institutions that has been particularly affected by these
developments. Such conditions have changed the relationship between students and
professors, their way of accessing information and resources, creating and sharing
educational content, and so on. The purpose of this article is to study the experience
of virtualization and academic culture. This is a qualitative research that has applied
a phenomenological method with semi-structured interviews. Participants were
purposefully selected from among students, graduates, faculty members, and
university administrators. Data were analyzed using the thematic analysis technique
which resulted in 10 semantic clusters. The results of the interviews show a duality
in responses, with some interviewees emphasizing the functions of virtualization in
university culture in terms of communication, education and lifestyle. They believe
that virtualization has opened doors to universities. The other category, however,
explains the negative consequences of virtualization in academic culture and its
various dimensions. The results indicate that with virtualization, important changes
have occurred in various dimensions of the university culture that should be
considered at micro and macro levels.

Keywords: Teaching cultural studies, cultural criticism, cultural analysis, reflexivity,
conjunctural analysis
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NOVELTY

Pedagogic aspects of teaching cultural studies as a critical discipline (tradition) is
often neglected or at best taken for granted. Clarifying major pedagogic
challenges facing cultural studies and providing some practical examples from
experiences in teaching courses on cultural studies are contributions the current
research paper offers.
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context. Similarly, de-familiarizing students with the differences that
neighboring traditions dealing with culture manifestation, is yet another
challenge scholars of cultural studies face with.

3) Critical teaching. Critical encounter practices by Iranian cultural studies
scholars often reflect their personal priorities, tastes or habits rather
institutional frameworks and requirements. There is not a suitable link between
practitioners’ agency, subjectivity and actions with what is at work in society as a
whole. Political economy and cultural economy are not seriously considered and
accounted for.

4) Popular culture dilemma. There are many controversies over the boundaries
and what constitutes popular culture in Iran. Inadequate record of the early
formation of popular culture in institutions and its historical developments
together with some pessimistic approaches and discourses by some groups in
Iran have not facilitated the formation of a dynamic sphere for serious debates
and reflections on the subject.

CONCLUSION

Drawing on two decades of cultural studies teaching in Iran, this paper was able
to discuss some of the major challenges faced by academic while teaching this
discipline. In brief, these challenges include the dominance of formal teaching
poorly connected to the social context, controversies over the meaning of culture
and cultural theory, prevalent attitudes towards cultural critique and finally the
relationship between culture politics and popular culture both within the
academia and beyond. Presenting examples drawn from classroom teaching
experiences (particularly in line with conjunctural analysis) the necessity of
adopting reflexive teaching congruent with critique and cultural analysis was
emphasized. The main argument was that distinct features of cultural studies in
Iranian socio-cultural context is tightly related to its ability in the role it plays to
offer critical and experimental analyses of phenomenon specifically with regard
to the Iranian context. These analyses while focusing on subjectivities and
agencies should also consider current and historical structures and processes. In
other words, this balance is a guarantee for Iranian cultural studies and
facilitates dialogues and reflexivity needed for cultural life and cultural policy
making in Iran. Unlike other established social science disciplines, the Iranian
cultural studies program is struggling to establish its unique tradition and being
as an inter-disciplinary in appearance since 2000, it has faced with criticism both
inside and outside the academia. These conditions together with the limited
number of departments and levels (only a master program) and heavily reliance
on Western texts have inevitably created major pedagogic challenges and
impeded the formation of cultural studies as an independent discipline.
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INTRODUCTION

This article tries to study three important museums in Iran, namely the Museum
of "Ancient Iran", "Islamic Museum" and "Islamic Revolution and Holy Defense"
through a critical discourse analysis to know their relationship with the
institution of power. Most recent studies with traditional approaches consider
museum as a field broader than political knowledge, and hence, think that the
museum as an institution is a phenomenon with specific tasks in modern society
(Khosravi, 2018, 43).

The emphasis of cultural studies on subcultures and marginal groups as well
as its accounting for the plurality in the purport and practice of culture has
transformed it into a critical subject. Similarly, cultural studies’ pedagogy could
also be considered as a critical one wherein teaching and learning play key role.
Despite this critical nature and numerous suggestions provided for being critical
and reflexive, there are not enough practical and clear discussions on applying
the same in classrooms. The epistemological ideas and discussions related to this
subject are often raised questions in general terms and with few tips and
recommendations regarding how to employ cultural studies in research and in
classes.

PURPOSE

Relying on the author’s own long-term association with teaching and research as
well as reflecting on experiences of other scholars documented in scientific
journals, this paper aims to analyze the challenges being faced by cultural studies
as a teaching subject in academic centers and to offer some applied
recommendations to promote teaching and learning in courses on cultural studies.

FINDINGS
The following are challenges identified in the course of the current study:

1) Formal teaching. By this [ mean an education detached or poorly connected to
an academic tradition. Formal teaching does not allow proliferation and
continuous revision of experiences. The procedures adopted by scholars reflect
their personal orientations and dominant sociopolitical developments and
trends rather than being affected by traditions drawn from academic cultures.
Formal teaching does not therefore enable students to critically analyze relevant
experimental projects.

2) Understanding culture and cultural theory. The major preoccupation of many
cultural students is to come to terms with a wide range of theoretical
propositions offered in textbooks or in classes. Reviewing these theories, for
some, rather reflect intellectual fashion and not a serious task geared to the local
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ABSTRACT

Knowledge and perspective about cultural studies have been debated
extensively in the global academic spaces and partly within Iran. However, the
pedagogical requirements of this tradition have rarely been a topic for
discussion. As a matter of fact, cultural studies’ project inevitably requires
teaching critical skills and analyses in classrooms. Relying on educational
experiences of the author, the current paper aims to introduce some major
challenges in the process of cultural studies pedagogy. Reliance on a formal
teaching separated from social context, ambivalence and confusion on the
concept of culture and cultural theory, difficulties in providing critical teaching
and drawing boundaries of popular culture are amongst the major challenges
faced by academics attached with cultural studies in Iran. It therefore can be
argued that to be efficient and dynamic, and to preserve its distinction as a
critical discipline, cultural studies needs today to employ educational initiatives
that not only serve multi-layered historical understanding of Iranian society and
culture but also fit with a reformistic cultural policy-making.
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